
Essay 2: Informative 

An expository, research-driven paper 

 

Purpose and General Guidelines 

Many other classes during college will require that you write an informative paper. The skills 

that you learn while you work on this paper will likely be used again in your psychology, history, 

criminal justice, or biology courses, just to name a few. The distinction you will make between 

informing and arguing will be invaluable.  

 

This informative paper asks you to formulate a topic-based question and then discover what 

experts have to say about it. If you are writing about a topic driven by your own authentic 

curiosity, you are certainly going to write a stronger paper than if you write about something you 

are not interested in. Your first task in writing this informative paper will be to begin narrowing 

down your topic so that the question you choose to explore will be narrow enough that you can 

discuss it thoroughly in just 3 - 5 pages.  

 

VERY IMPORTANT 

Your paper does not need to definitively answer the question you ask that guides your thinking 

and exploration. Your paper should show what some experts in the field are saying about 

the question you are pursuing. In a sense, you are informing your audience not so much about 

the topic itself, but about what experts who have studied the topic are saying about it. 

 

Process 

You might attempt to find two articles that feature information from experts about the dangers of 

paying too little attention to your chosen topic. If you cannot find articles about the controversy 

surrounding your topic, then you may need to make sure enough people have written articles to 

make the topic viable. 

 

You might then attempt to find two articles that feature information from experts discussing the 

topic. Expert is a somewhat loose term here; you want to make sure you are not getting your 

information from someone's personal blog. We will be discussing sources and their credibility 

during the course of this assignment. 

 

Writing Skills 

You will be using signal phrases to integrate the information you discover, and you will be 

helping your readers understand where you found your information by including a MLA style 

works cited page. Your paper needs to be at least three full pages of written text. The works 

cited page does not count toward page length. 

 

To encourage you to be thorough as you read through each of the articles you will be using as a 

source for this paper, you will need to include an MLA style Works Cited page. This portion of 

the assignment is not optional. 

 

Your paper will offer an introduction that informs readers about what the paper will cover. You 

will also need to include a clearly identifiable thesis statement. 

 



The body of your paper will focus on the different perspectives experts hold regarding the topic 

that you discovered while you were becoming informed. 

 

Your conclusion will tie together much of the information you have already shared and offer a 

restatement of your main idea.  

 

AVOIDING PLAGIARISM 
Please feel free to use our library databases and online resources, but be aware that using 

someone else’s words or ideas without proper acknowledgement can result in plagiarism which 

is a form of academic dishonesty. If plagiarism is detected, you will be held accountable and 

your grade on this paper and in the overall class will suffer. 

 

But wait! Good news! Avoiding plagiarism is easy: 

 

Consult our handbook for guidelines on how to avoid plagiarism so that you can be successful in 

your research and writing, not just for this class, but for all of your courses at LBCC and beyond. 

You might start thinking about the distinction between your ideas and others' over the course of 

this paper. If you do your research over time and write your ideas down as you read articles, you 

will find it much, much easier to attribute your words to their respective authors. 

 

Writing Center Visit Required 

You will need to take your paper to the Writing Center (http://www.linnbenton.edu/current-

students/study/learning-center/writing-assistance/writing-center) at least once before the due 

date.  

 

Format 

3 - 5 pages 

12pt Times New Roman Font 

Double Spaced 

MLA style in-text citations and Works Cited page 

5 Source minimum 

1-inch margins 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

This assignment has been adapted from the materials of Chris Riseley 
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